The Life Cycle of Mulberry Silkworm 


Silk is a product of insect larvae, such as those of moths, bees, and butterflies. 
It is also the produce of spiders and other web-spinners. Only natural silk 
generated by the species Bombyx Mori (mulberry silkworm) is suitable for 
producing high-quality silk fabric. This is because the silk fibre generated by 
this silkworm has a triangle cross-section, which gives it a prismatic shape 
that reflects light significantly better than the rounder filaments of other silk- 


producing insects. 
Life Cycle of Mulberry Silkworm 


1. After mating with the male, the female moth lays roughly 500 small eggs. The 
eggs hatch into small worms (about 3.2 mm in length) that devour the 
mulberry leaves. 

2. Due of their gluttonous feeding, the larvae quickly grow to a height of 8.9 
centimeters. 

3. They feature a distinctive horned tail, silk glands along their flanks, and two 
spinnerets beneath their mouth. The silk thread is expelled through these 
spinnerets when the insect is ready to reach the pupal stage. 

4. They move their heads in a figure-eight motion and spin the filament around 
themselves in preparation for entering the chrysalis. 

5. The length of the reelable continuous filament can range from 800 to 1200 
yards. Once the pupa has reached maturity, it undergoes transformation and 
emerges from the cocoon as an adult moth. 

6. If the cocoon is shattered, the filament fragments into countless small bits. The 
caterpillar’s insatiable appetite for all of those mulberry leaves stores so much 
energy that it is able to spin this continuous thread without stopping. 

7. Acocoon of silk can unwind into 600 to 900 meters of continuous filament. 
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